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GALILEO : THE REAL STORY 

Galileo came from Tuscany - a region in Central Italy.  He was a physicist, 
mathematician, philosopher and astronomer.  And it was his interest in astronomy 
that got him in trouble.  You see he was a believer in Copernicanism, a theory 
that stated the universe was Heliocentric, meaning all planets revolved around 
the Sun.  This was merely a hypothesis because Copernicus, who formulated 
this theory, could only observe the sun and stars with his naked eye as the 
telescope would not be invented until 55 years after he died.  And he died 21 
years before Galileo was born. 

The first telescope, invented in 1608 in the Netherlands by someone other than 
Galileo could only magnify by a factor of three.  Galileo, who was 44 at that time, 
then spent the next year working on improving this new invention, and succeeded 
in advancing it to the point where it had the ability to magnify by a factor of 30!!! 

So now Galileo had the ability to more scientifically observe the sky and became 
convinced that Copernicus was correct in his assertions. 

The problem he ran into was that Roman Catholic Church scripture indicated 
otherwise.  They spoke of Geocentricism – that the Universe revolved around 
the planet Earth.  That God first created Man and the Universe was then built 
around that.  And – this was during the dreaded Roman Inquisition – and he 
was lucky to have not been put to death for disagreeing with Church beliefs.  
Instead, he was just forced to recant his Heliocentric statements and spent the 
last years of his life under house arrest and exiled to the country outside of 
Florence (Italy). 

So – Galileo was seemingly a great example of someone possessing great 
intelligence – the capacity to learn – in conflict with the fixed ideas and prejudice 
of the Catholic Church. 

In reality, Galileo’s greatest problem was his ego.  He was intent on ramming his 
theory down the throat of the Church.  He stated that they MUST either accept 
Copernicanism as a fact (even though it had yet to be fully proven) and adjust 
their scripture accordingly or condemn it by proving him wrong.  He put the 
“burden of proof” on them and even refused to accept another option – a sort of 
compromise - offered him by the Church, which was that they would all agree 
that Copernicanism be accepted as a hypothesis (a theory without adequate 
evidence to be proven one way or another).  Thereby proving the Catholic Church 
was considerably more open to new ideas than legend would have it.  However – 
Galileo belligerently refused their offer – and launched into a campaign with a 
series of pamphlets, letters and speeches circulated all over Europe insisting the 
Church fully adopt his way of thinking - and was punished for it.   


