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“APPROACHED References” 

 

Among the many points Bill Wilson makes over and over in the Big 
Book is that it is the responsibility, the obligation of those who are living 
in the solution as the result of the steps to approach the newcomer or 
someone who is struggling or suffering.  The attitude found in today’s 
recovery culture of “if they want it bad enough, they’ll come and ask me 
for help” is nowhere to be found in the Big Book. 

Or, how about giving phone numbers to newcomers without taking 
theirs and making the first contact yourself?  Clearly we expect too much 
from the newcomer.  How many of us when new were able to pick up 
the phone and talk to a total stranger about our problems, fears or God? 

So, what follows is a partial list of references to “making the 
approach”.  As this is a work in progress, we welcome any additions you 
may find. 

Among the many points Bill Wilson makes over and over in the Big 
Book is that it is the responsibility, the obligation of those who are living 
in the solution as the result of the steps to approach the newcomer or 
someone who is struggling or suffering.  The attitude found in today’s 
recovery culture of “if they want it bad enough, they’ll come and ask me 
for help” is nowhere to be found in the Big Book. 

Or, how about giving phone numbers to newcomers without taking 
theirs and making the first contact yourself?  Clearly we expect too much 
from the newcomer.  How many of us when new were able to pick up 
the phone and talk to a total stranger about our problems, fears or God? 

So, what follows is a partial list of references to “making the 
approach.” 

1. “More often than not, it is imperative that a man's brain be cleared 
before he is approached, as he has then a better chance of 
understanding and accepting what we have to offer.”(Doctor’s 
Opinion, pg. xxiv) 

 
2. “He had come to pass his experience along to me” (Bill’s Story, 

pg. 9:7) 
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3. “My schoolmate visited me…(Bill’s Story 13:3) 

 
4. “That the man who is making the approach has had the same 

difficulty, that he obviously knows what he is talking about” (There 
Is A Solution, Pg. 18:5) 

 
5. “After such an approach many take up their beds and walk again.” 

(There Is A Solution, Pg. 19:0)  
 

6. “When, therefore, we were approached by those in whom the 
problem had been solved, there was nothing left for us but to pick 
up the simple kit of spiritual tools laid at our feet.” (There Is A 
Solution, Pg. 25:1) 

  
7. “Two of the members of Alcoholics Anonymous came to see me. 

(More About Alcoholism, pg. 42:1) 
 
8. “Step 12……we tried to carry this message…(How It Works, 

60:0) 
 

9. “This is our twelfth suggestion: Carry this message to other 
alcoholics!” (Working With Others pg. 89:1) 
 

10. “You can easily find some by asking a few doctors, 
ministers, priests or hospitals.” (Working With Others pg. 89:1) 

11. “When you discover a prospect for Alcoholics 
Anonymous…(Working With Others, pg 90:1) 

 
12. “You need this information to put yourself in his place, to see 

how you would like him to approach you if the tables were 
turned.” (Working With Others pg. 90:2) 
 

13.   ‘Approach through a doctor or an institution is a better 
bet.’ (Working With Others pg. 91:1) 

 
14. When your man is better, the doctor might suggest a visit from 

you. (Working With Others pg. 91:2) 
 

15. Call on him while he is still jittery. (Working With Others pg. 91:2) 
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16. “…we merely have an approach that worked for us” (Working With 

Others, pg 95:4) 
 
17. “Search out another alcoholic and try again.” (Working With 

Others pg 96:1) 
 
18. “…find someone desperate enough to accept with eagerness 

what you offer.” (Working With Others, pg 96:1) 
 

19. Your job now is to be at the place where you may be of maximum 
helpfulness to others…(Working With Others pg. 102:2)  
 

20. …so never hesitate to go anywhere if you can be helpful. 
(Working With Others pg. 102:2)   
 

21. You should not hesitate to visit the most sordid spot on earth on 
such an errand. (Working With Others pg. 102:2) 
 

22. When we see a man sinking into the mire that is alcoholism, we 
give him first aid…(The Family Afterwards Pg. 132:1)   
 

23. …and place what we have at his disposal. (The Family 
Afterwards Pg. 132:1) 
 

24. Following his discharge, we contacted him.  (To Employers 
139:1) 
 

25. We think this method of approach will accomplish several things. 
(To Employers 148:3) 
 

26. The other day an approach was made to the vice president of a 
large industrial concern. He remarked:  "I'm glad you fellows got 
over your drinking.”  (To Employers 148:4) 
 

27. They will approach still other sick ones and fellowships of 
Alcoholics Anonymous may spring up in each city and hamlet (A 
Vision For You pg. 153:2)  
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28. In the chapter "Working With Others" you gathered an idea of how 
we approach and aid others to health. (A Vision For You pg. 153:3) 
 

29. Every few days this doctor suggests our approach to one of his 
patients. (A Vision For You pg. 162:1) 

 


